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into the y?ard and with some powder turned it into water, including
even tie hair.
'Tomorrow night," Yinniang said, "the Viceroy of Weipo will
send Kimg-kung-erh of the Wonderful Hands. Her niagic is such
that no one can estimate its power and her movement is so quick
that net even the spirits can keep up with her. She can span the
heavens or descend into the nether world; she can conceal her
form and eradicate even her shadow. She surpasses by far my own
skill. The only thing we can do is to protect Your Excellency's
neck mth a piece of Khotan jade concealed inside your collar and
trust the rest to Your Excellency's luck. I shall change myself into a
tiny gnat and conceal myself in Your Excellency's viscera and there
wait for developments. This is the only thing we can do to guard
against }Cning-kung-erh; there is no escape from her."
Liu did so and at the third watch, just as he was gradually dozing
off, something struck his neck with a hard metallic sound. Simul-
taneouslf Yinniang jumped out through his mouth and congratu-
lated .him, saying, "Your Excellency has no more to fear, for this
person is Jike a proud pigeon hawk that will not strike again once
she trusses, but will fly far, far away to hide from the shame of her
failure. A.t this moment she is already more than a thousand li
from here."
^Whea the jade was examined it was found that it had been
marked by a dagger to the extent of half an inch
From that time on Liu treated Yinniang and her husband with
even greater courtesy and kindness.
In the eighth year of Yuanho (813 A.D.), Liu had to go to the
capital to- have an audience with the Emperor. Yinniang expressed
reluctance to go with him, saying, "From now on I should like to
go into the mountains in search of men who- have achieved im-
mortality. I shall be grateful to you if you will see to it that my
husband .does not suffer from want," Liu promised that he would.
After that he lost trace of Yinniang.
Hater, when Liu died, Yinniang came to the capital on her
donkey ind mourned at his bier. In the K'ai Ch'eng period (836-
840) lii's son Tsung was appointed governor of Lingchou and